FOIA 2020-00100

Message

From: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/15/2016 9:21:52 PM

To: Dorka, Lilian [Dorka.Lilian@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: (OCR): DDL 9/15 6:00 PM, Title VI Inquiry about Native Hawaiians/Earth Justice Bring Civil Rights Complaint

Against State Agencies on Pesticide Use; BNA

Hi — calling you now on this.

Thanks ng

Nancy Grantham

Office of Public Affairs

US Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-6879 (desk)

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

Deadline: 6:00 pm

Reporter: David McAfse
Bloomberg BNA

Contact info: Direct 571.329.4154
dmcafee@bna.com

Story: Title VI: Native Hawaiians and Earth Justice Bring Civil Rights Complaint Against State Agencies on Pesticide Use
HDOA and ADC discriminate against Native Hawaiians harmed by pesticide drift

Full Article:
o Mearthiustics org/news/oress/ 2018/ native-napaiians-bring-civib-righis-complainbagainst-sigte-guangies-on-pasticid a-

Native Hawaiians Bring Civil Rights Complaint Against State Agencies on Pesticide Use
HDOA and ADC discriminate against Native Hawaiians harmed by pesticide drift

September 14, 2016
Honolulu, HI —

Today, community groups The Moms On a Mission (MOM) Hui and P& ai Wai Ola/West Kaua'i Watershed Alliance,
represented by Earthjustice, filed a complaint with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Department of
Agriculture, calling on both agencies to investigate the Hawai'i Department of Agriculture’s (HDOA'’s) and Agribusiness
Development Corporation’s (ADC’s) actions against Native Hawaiians in violation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964. Title VI and agency regulations prohibit recipients of federal funding from engaging in practices that have the effect
of discriminating on the basis of race, color, or national origin.

ADC facilitates the constant drift of pesticides and pesticide-laden dust into Native Hawaiian communities by leasing
thousands of acres near them to heavy pesticide users, primarily genetically engineered seed companies, that spray tens
of thousands of pounds of toxic pesticides each year. ADC makes no apparent effort to avoid these impacts, to protect
these communities, nor even to consider the effect of its actions on them. In fact, ADC recently refused to continue
complying with the Clean Water Act’s requirements to monitor, restrict, and report contaminants in its vast West Kaua'i
drainage canal system that weaves through the fields and empties millions of gallons of untreated waters into the ocean
bordering Waimea and Kekaha.

Cathering €, Milboumn
LS. ERA NG
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Office of the Administrator
Office of Media Relations

i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)
Mibournoathv@ena.goy

From: Grantham, Nancy

Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2016 5:00 PM

To: Milbourn, Cathy <iilbourn.Cathy@ena.goyv>; Abrams, Dan <Abrams. Danfepa. sov>; Hull, George

<Hull George@epa.gov>

Cc: Valentine, Julia <Valentine Julla@ena. gow>

Subject: RE: GEORGE / DAN RE: JULIA: | don't;' have a contact in OCR. in a few hours Kelly- | think you know about this
one-- FW: Press Inquiry about Pesticides - Native Hawaiians Bring Civil Rights Complaint Against State Agencies on
Pesticide Use

I am happy to reach out to Lillian as | am covering for Nick while he is out.
Thanks ng

Nancy Grantham

Office of Public Affairs

US Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-6879 (desk)

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

From: Milbourn, Cathy

Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2016 4:58 PM

To: Abrams, Dan <Abrams.Dan@epa.gov>; Hull, George <Hull.George@epa.gov>

Cc: Valentine, Julia <Vzlentine. lulia@epa gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham. Nancy@epa, gov>

Subject: RE: GEORGE / DAN RE: JULIA: | don't;' have a contact in OCR. in a few hours Kelly- | think you know about this
one-- FW: Press Inquiry about Pesticides - Native Hawaiians Bring Civil Rights Complaint Against State Agencies on
Pesticide Use

Dan, when you say she — do you mean me or Nancy?

Cathsrine Q. Miboum
LS. EPAHQ
Office of the Administrator
Office of Media Relations
202-584.784% {office)
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)
ghourncathyena.aony

From: Abrams, Dan

Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2016 4:55 PM

To: Hull, George <Hull.George@epa.gov>

Cc: Valentine, Julia <Valsnting Julia®@epa.gov>; Milbourn, Cathy <Milbourn. Cathy@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy
<Grantham Nanoy@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: GEORGE / DAN RE: JULIA: | don't;' have a contact in OCR. in a few hours Kelly- | think you know about this
one-- FW: Press Inquiry about Pesticides - Native Hawaiians Bring Civil Rights Complaint Against State Agencies on
Pesticide Use
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Adding Nancy who also handles OCR - | think she should reach out to Lilian.
Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 15, 2016, at 4:53 PM, Hull, George <Hull.Gaorge@epa. s> wrote:

P would recommend reaching out to Lilian Dorka, she’s acting Director. - George

From: Valentine, Julia

Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2016 4:51 PM

To: Milbourn, Cathy <Milbourn, Cathvi@epa.gov>; Abrams, Dan <Abrams. Dan@epa.zov>; Hull, George
<Hull.George@ena.gow>

Subject: GEORGE / DAN RE: JULIA: I don't;' have a contact in OCR. in a few hours Kelly- | think you know
about this one-- FW: Press Inquiry about Pesticides - Native Hawaiians Bring Civil Rights Complaint
Against State Agencies on Pesticide Use

Do either of you have a contact in OCR for Cathy for this request?
Thanks

Julia P. Valentine

Acting Director

LS, EPA, Ofc of Media Relations
202.564.2663 direct

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP}

From: Milbourn, Cathy

Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2016 4:38 PM

To: Valentine, Julia <¥alentine. Julla@epa.zovy>

Subject: JULIA: | don't;' have a contact in OCR. in a few hours Kelly- | think you know about this one--
FW: Press Inquiry about Pesticides - Native Hawaiians Bring Civil Rights Complaint Against State Agencies
on Pesticide Use

Julia- do you have a contact in OCR?

Cathering O, Mithourn
LS, BRA MG
Office of the Administrator
Office of Media Relations
202-584-7248 {office)

i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) !
Silbourncathviispa. goy

From: Zito, Kelly

Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2016 4:30 PM

To: Milbourn, Cathy <Milbourn Cathy@epa.gow>; Keener, Bill <gsener. Billiepa.gov>; Higuchi, Dean
<Higuchi.Deanepa. gov>

Cc: Valentine, Julia <¥alentine Julla@epa.pov>

Subject: RE: DDL in a few hours Kelly- | think you know about this one-- FW: Press Inquiry about
Pesticides - Native Hawaiians Bring Civil Rights Complaint Against State Agencies on Pesticide Use
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Hi Cathy — As this is a Title VI complaint, it would best be handled by OCR in HQL.. ¥'m not sure who the
comms lead is there, bul they may want to draft a desk statement.

Tharks-
Kelly

From: Milbourn, Cathy

Sent: Thursday, September 15,2016 1:15 PM

To: Zito, Kelly <ZJTOKELLYBEPA.GOV>

Cc: Valentine, Julia <Vaigntine ulia@epa.gov>; Milbourn, Cathy <Milbourn.Cathy@epa.gov>
Subject: BNA: DDL in a few hours Kelly- I think you know about this one-- FW: Press Inquiry about
Pesticides - Native Hawaiians Bring Civil Rights Complaint Against State Agencies on Pesticide Use
Importance: High

Kally-

Linds Strauss said vou are working with vour anforcamnt follks and siate Ag contacts on this, Wil
you handia?

Thanks, cathy

From: McAfee, David [mailic:dicAfea@ bna com]

Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2016 3:59 PM

To: Milbourn, Cathy <Milbourn, Cathvi@epa.gov>

Subject: Press Inquiry about Pesticides - Native Hawaiians Bring Civil Rights Complaint Against State
Agencies on Pesticide Use

Hello! I'm covering this story for Bloomberg BNA and I'm looking for any statements from the EPA. I'm
on a tight deadline within the next two hours, so e-mailing the information works best. Either way, |
hope to hear from you soon!

hitp:/fearthiustice org/news/press/ 2016/ native -hawallans-bring-civilb-rights-complaint-against-state-
szencies-orn-pesticide-use

Thank you for your time,

Bavid McAfee

Staff Correspondent, Los Angeles

Bloomberg BNA

Direct 571.339.4154
dmcafee@bna.com
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